Social Studies and World Citizenship

A further impediment to realization would arise if any
of the bigger nations were to insist on the general acceptance
of its own existing national language.. In the investigations
made by the British Association Committee of 1919-21 it
was found that, with the exception of certain small countries
in north-west Europe, commercial interests were all in favour
of having their own national language adopted. This obstacle
would be quite likely to arise among Anglo-Saxon peoples,
whose prestige and influence will be greatly enhanced by a
successful war. The English language, with its obvious
. excellencies, is far too difficult for use as an international
auxiliary language, and the general adoption of an easier but
debased form of it would in the end debase the national language
itself,

The problem, being essentially an international one, would
best be handled by an international body (as suggested by
the 1942 British Association Committee on Post-War Univer-
sity Education), such as a reformed League of Nations; but
such a body would be effective only if it gained the full
support of its constituent members, and therefore, apart from
private enterprise, individual governments would have to
take steps to stimulate public interest in the question and
eventually to canvass public opinion. Though the final
decision as to the desirability of an international auxiliary
language and the language to be adopted would rest with the
international authority, each national representative should
be in a position to declare unequivocally in favour of his
country's choice*

The problem, therefore, resembles nearly all other pro-
blems relating to human betterment in being fundamentally
an educational one. It would primarily concern govern-
mental education departments, and these would be guided
by an impartial commission consisting of representatives of
all the main national activities: industry and commerce,
science and its applications, letters and linguistics, schools and
universities and the great professions and learned societies.
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